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Premise
According to a UN study the world population will be 9.3 billion people, who will ask, more food, more water, more safety, more health, more houses, but inevitably this will lead to greater land use.
But the soil is irreproducible, if we change its destination often is forever, but we must remember also the land use is not only for infrastructure, houses, quarries, but also the green economy consumes for central photovoltaic power wind turbines and biogas, what can we do so that there may be a rational and careful use of this resource what can we  do to improve or reduce where possible its use?
Many are the answers, in this report will illustrate the example of Italian social housing and the proposal of the agronomists.

In Italy it was published in 2009 a decree of the President of the Council of Ministers having as its object the "lines of action of the National Housing" or the Social housing.

1. The plan is structured as follows: 

a) establishment of an integrated national and local real estate funds for the acquisition and construction of buildings for residential or promotion of innovative real estate securities, with the participation of public and / or private, for the enhancement and the increase of housing for rent;

b) increase the assets of public housing resources of the State, the regions and the autonomous provinces, local authorities and other public bodies, including those deriving from the alienation, pursuant to and in compliance with regional regulations where they exist, or current state of public housing in favor of the occupants provided with legitimate title;

c) financial promotion also of  private initiative. 

d) subsidies to housing associations established between the beneficiaries of the interventions, as well as possibly providing administrative facilities' terms of predetermined duration for the participation of each member, in view of the only  need of transitional housing;
e) integrated programs to promote social housing also:
Now in Italy, the social housing represents, in the current economic and social environment and market, an important opportunity for financial investment, able to meet - in certain areas of the country - an unmet demand of residence, and to support a 'industry  - of construction - called for addressing both cyclical, and structural in nature. Therefore, the use of monetary resources which generates benefits of various kinds, not just financial.
In order for these interventions to ensure the maximization of social benefits, substantive objective of economic policy, but it is also necessary to consider the social costs induced by certain interventions or land transformation.
The reference, explicit, is the need to ensure full protection of the soil resource.
Modeling human activities and the subsequent sealing of natural soils, agricultural and forestry reached in our country (Italy, but also applies to the more populated areas of the world) levels of obvious problems, however, in the absence of a statistical survey that meets the requirements of completeness, repeatability, update, or reliability.
In any case, it is a very serious phenomenon.
I share with you now some Italian data, where it has been established the National Observatory of Consumption of Soil.
By referring to the estimates of the Italian Geographical Society (since the end of World War II), the National Observatory on Consumption of Soil (in various periods, and only for some Italian regions), and the calculations carried out by researchers on the basis of data Corine Land Cover (which is known to underestimate the phenomenon, especially in the Italian context), it is believed that the use of land, Italy, ranks among the 30 000 and 50 000 hectares per year.
A consumer what does not stop, but moves to the municipalities (small towns) of the second and third band and from rural communities, where the low level of waterproofing is accompanied by a high “pro-capite” consumption: these are the "areas frontier ', on which to focus attention today.
And here it is now time to mention some characters of the soil which testify  the necessity of ensure a higher protection: is not reproducible, enters into relationship with the most ecological dynamics (starting from the cycle of water and carbon), it is an indispensable production factor for agricultural production (for Italians means the famous made ​​in Italy).
The land use also results in a much higher "consumption of territory." Think that the spread of the city stop delicate ecological networks, scars the landscape, disjoint the network mobility and break the agricultural production built link in decades (in some cases hundreds of years) of patient work.
Use is concentrated in more accessible areas of the country, or reather the areas more easily accessible and passable, which generally coincide with those most fertile and more valuable, so that the greater or lesser fertility is not be taken into account to allocate consumption of soil, consumption should be reported to the surface "actually consumable", with the result to see further growth, real interest rates of sealing area.
As it has been said, it is clear that we are in the presence of a private good, little or badly regulated, despite producing effects of public importance. An asset which forms a common heritage, to be used with great caution to the advantage of the current, and future generations.
The determinants of this phenomenon, which has different expressions in different areas of the country, and sees even more serious situations in other countries of Europe and North America, are not the subject of this report. However, one can not fail to mention how the historical determinants and then transnational - such as the difficulty of keeping the agricultural areas in the face of building expectations, the search for better living conditions or, again, the growing movement on the grounds of life and work - the resulting strengthened, for example in Italy, by determining which specific affection for the "home", the measures for the tax exemption of investment properties, the use of infrastructure costs to "fix" the municipal budgets (on the current expenditure) or the need to "sell off" forecasts contained in the residual construction planning instruments in force, have contributed to an exponential growth in the construction.
These synthetic reflections have, as I said earlier, the explicit aim of emphasizing the importance of the soil resource and, from this, to call in an extensive evaluation of the effects induced by the territory transformations, including those advocated social housing, so that the sum of social costs (externalities if you prefer) does not have to have a negative impact on affected communities, perhaps in the long run.
For this reason, the proposal we advance, is quite simple., and I hope also agronomists  the world will be promoters as well.
In the absence of adequate national legislation on land use, (I do not know if there are any specific and detailed rules in other countries of the world) and a desirable reform of taxation to guide agents' behavior (calling on them to support the externalities determining, thereby encouraging more virtuous actions), it is proposed to implement the social housing exclusively on brownfields, recovering and redeveloping areas and volumes discharged, under-utilized or no longer functional and targeting new and most popular features.
All This, considering  the fact that the demand for social housing is manifested in the cities of medium and large dimension or territories inhabited much that encircle this city, where in fact there is the availability of these areas and these volumes, without necessarily resorting to greenfields.
To ensure economic sustainability of these interventions, they should be caught by the local authorities concerned for taking steps towards thickening building on the lines of force of collective transport (preferably of iron) and / or in corrispondence of services still under-utilized, that the higher costs of industrial operators can be compensated for by a partial reduction of the required contribution to the transformation by reasons  of the incremental demand for services that it determines.
Way obviously empirical, but a first signal in the direction of a more efficient use of a valuable resource, now poor, such as the ground.
What is and what should be the role of the Agronomist
In development and planning, skills and professionalism of the Agronomist are indispensable and assist in the choices that the government has to make when the demand for new buildings, roads and infrastructure means a loss of territory irreproducible, which never again be available environment, food and its resources. The interest that is generated in the construction of new works, are different in nature not only financial, but both industrial property and therefore there is a need to ensure the protection of the soil resource, to arrest its consumption to especially. Towards the most the rural areas.
The Agronomist has the unquestioned ability to know how to read the country both economically and technically, in terms of environmental and urban planning.
Just last month, the Italian Minister of Agriculture has proposed a draft law framework for the  development of agricultural areas and containment of land consumption. 
Well, in this sense, our National Council will propose amendments within our role to become a reference during the implementation of the law.
But the proposal that we will be send will be mainly in the identification of a national project for the protection of land, national project because individual regions, when they determine the land use, are obliged to report on a project that involves all the country and  a regulatory and European contest.
The Agronomists therefore, irreplaceable professionals but often not recognized in their role, perhaps because known as serious technician,   not available to the logic of the market and finance in the substance of speculation.
I finish with a wish and a will: let’s start from here, let’s we reuse the "old" areas before irreversibly consume the new, choose well, choose better.

I would like to thank Professor Stephen Pareglio Sacred Heart University of Milan and co-author of the report on the use of land in Italy published in 2009, for their cooperation in the preparation of this paper.
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